
Mastering Arabic 1: Arabic Numbers

Formal counting system

The Arabic counting system is based on the concept of singular (‘one’), dual (‘two’) and plural
(‘more than two’), combined with masculine and feminine (the two genders). With the cases added
into the mix, the combination results in a complex formal counting system with variations in how
individual numbers and their following nouns are spelt and pronounced. For this reason, use of
unchangeable numerals in written Arabic is common and an example you can follow.

You have seen that numbers 3–10 are followed by a plural noun (‘three camels’), but that
numbers 11 and above are followed by a singular noun (‘twelve camel’). You have also learnt a
simplified informal pronunciation of the individual numbers that can be used universally.

Here are the formal spellings of the Arabic numbers when counting masculine and feminine
nouns. They may be useful for recognition.
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