Mastering Arabic 1: Arabic Numbers

Formal counting system

The Arabic counting system is based on the concept of singular (‘one’), dual (‘two’) and plural
(‘more than two’), combined with masculine and feminine (the two genders). With the cases added
into the mix, the combination results in a complex formal counting system with variations in how
individual numbers and their following nouns are spelt and pronounced. For this reason, use of
unchangeable numerals in written Arabic is common and an example you can follow.

You have seen that numbers 3-10 are followed by a plural noun (‘three camels’), but that
numbers 11 and above are followed by a singular noun (‘twelve camel’). You have also learnt a
simplified informal pronunciation of the individual numbers that can be used universally.

Here are the formal spellings of the Arabic numbers when counting masculine and feminine
nouns. They may be useful for recognition.

+ feminine noun (4], toy)  + masculine noun (Jfaa, camel)  Numerals
Basly 44 alydaa 1 |
(o) ol (o) e 2 Y
RS Jua s 3 v
s Juplal | 4 ¢
ol i Juplass | s e
ol Jos i 6
ol St 7Y
= Pl Jerisls 8 A
o s Juplas | 9 8

il ke Jlaszhe 10 Vs

31 5,k gual VYaa Le sl 11 1Y
ia3d 5 ke L) Yam He LSl 12 VY
sl 5,k &G aa L, B | 13 V¥
a5,k ol Vam yhe o3l | 14 V¢
asd 5 ke ik Wan ,hue lazsa | 15 )@
it 5,k S YWam Hue G 16 A%
Ll 5,k Waa jhue 32 17 AV
il 55ke Slas Waa i Llas | 18 VA
L3l 5 ke s Yam Lue L3 19 V4
Ll g ke Maa ooske 20 ¥

Ll o gohe s s3a) Man oaokesanly 21 Y
Ll (s heey oSS! Mo oaohes o3l 22 XYY
Ll oy gk 2305 Mo Gaokes 35 23 Y
ia3) o535 Yam o505 30 W

Ll oy s Maa o)l 40 £

L) o gt Mz pues 50 0

Ll ¢ s Man osi 60 T

Ll oy Wan gsais 70V

sl o elas Yaa osilad | 80 As

il ¢y sans Mas s 90 4

L3l (L) L Jaa (BL) 38 100 Voo



